|
]

L

v A.’JA

\
\
|
|
\
COUNT‘

|
CONFIDENTIAL

U.5. Officials 0n19
SECURITY INFORMAT 10N |
|

CENTRAL H‘\JTELLIGENCE AGENCY

'INFORMATION REPORT

Declassified in Part San|t|zed Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/08 CIA-RDP80-00809A000500290020-5

50X1-HUM

E
|

50X1-HUM |

USSR
SUBJECT  Soviet Academic Degrees/Kandidat/Aspirart/Doktor
| .
| | |
DATE DISTR. 7 DELCEF
i
! LU el SRULT on ATTiCT e ! NATionaL oCotnet NO. OF FAGES ‘ 2
‘ 0F TAL UNITED ETATES, nv-nu THENEAN IR QF vnvu 8. BECTIONS YRR ‘ :
AND 704, ‘l' THE V.0, COBE, A ANENDES, (B4} Yllhlll|jlnn On AEVE. ‘ No. OF ENCLS.
i LATION 0( T8 CONTENTE TO QA ARCEIPT &Y an HIAUYIOIHII PENDON ¢ ) ‘ ‘
’ ; it SUPP, TO !
\ TH‘IS s UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO. ‘
! I
1.
The tem “aspirant” does not |dezote an academic degree in the USSR.| It in ro
way eorreepondn t0o.the US "'bb.clwlu"". in i’act, there 18 no degrees in the USSR
corresponding to the UB "’bac"a“or" I~ m:neral the requiremeants for the
Soviet|"kandidat" and "aokh Jo“‘“ ”’w*““‘pond |to those for the US "muster” and
"doctor" respectively. 'I'm_ mejor devia *ora is the’ the “"kandidat" ie the first
degree|in the USSR and 1% i [vhus required that he riret hold aldegree
egnivalent %o the US "barhelar" u,.e\ a3z with the US "ma.rte*‘"
|
2.
"I{ard‘eef" or "Engineer" -~ Thr— studen® oo r"‘ rirg a Scviet unlversityv|or technical
schooll|is approximately one WF“—{!' AnGHd [tis US opposite in acadenic training.
He hag |already completed tho ‘X.Df*u. arts" courses (essentially all

the courses piven in the Trestmse
embarks on courses in uis ol
bis trainingaremw’ the
bachelor'e degrss, 1ihe osly .t

- ah ‘US universities) and i..;mediately
F Th:e next three or Lour years of
rzars training for ,.he us

- thiat he 4z requ1r~' %0 take more
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courses in his major field and political philosophy courses in place of the us
libverel arts subjects. He must pass a Tinal exam on each subject as he fiunishes
it. AT the end <f the three or towr years of course work he must take a
qualifying oxam on subject in his major field. This exam may ve either written or
oral or both. It is administered by & board of faculty membirs appointed by the
cheirman of the student's major department. After passing these exams he may
start working on hils thesis. The ihesis is propered under the supervision| of a
professor in the student's majior department., I+ carn be either theoretica.li or
oxperimental, but it must te an original piece of scientific research. When the
thesis is completed 1t is submitted to the chairran of the major depeartment.
Ifait 18 accepted by the department the student must defend it befora a board of
faculty members appointed by the chairman of the depsrtment concerned. Bmfrins
completed these requirements hm raceivez the degrse of "kandidat" if he has
majored in a liberal arta subjsct, or the degree of "engineer” if his maJjor wan
in one of the engineering fields. Since the Soviet student is required 'bo‘itske
many politicul courses vhich detract from time available for studying major
subjects| he ezsentialily equals in experience , formal training,
knovwledge and research achievement the US "master's" degree racipient.

L

g \
"Aspirent” - The Soviet "aspirant"™ 10 not necaessarily a student or candidata for
ony acadapic degrea. As might be guessmd from ths meaning of the %emm, 4a|is
aspiring to something, namely e %eaching profossion and possidily a profegsorship
in som2 university. DBefore a studsnt 1 named an "aspirant” he must first have
received the "kandidat" degres. "Aspirants" are chosen by the- university, 1,00
by a board appointed by the. rector for this purpose. He is chosen on the basis
of his thesis, scholastic average and political views. I+ 1s possibla for |a
student to mention to the professor supsrvising his thesis that he would like to
bacome an "aspirent"”. The professor then submits the student's neme to tha
board for comsideration. Once a student has becoms an "aspirant” he mey el:em:
either to work for the "doktor's" degree or to spend his time reading and attending
lectuwres and seminars. It is important %o note that he is not required to ;vork
towurd a degree or register for any courses. After spending one to thrae years
as an aspirant a person can apply for +¢he position of asslstunt. “Assistante”
correapond to UB "imstructors”. Thus the term "aspiran®" is used to dmsaride a
condition and not a degree,
|
"Dektor” - The candidate for the Soviet "doktor's" degroe must first have received
tke "kandidat’s degree. Ee then spends two to three years working on hie
"doktor's" thesis. After the thesis is presented and accepted he must tan:e: his
final eoxems. The exams are given by & board of faculty members appointed by the
chuirmar of the interested department and approved by the rector of the university.
The board usually informs the mtudent that he will be axpected to know the |
contents of five or six books, the litsrature on several special subjects, and
the content of a few courses. Thsase exams are really only a formal mquirdnent.
If the student's thesis was good he always passed the exams. After passing the
exams he must defend his thesis publicly. As many as two hundred people often
attend such defenses and 1t might last es long as three to four hours. Anyone may
ask questions. In general, the average requiremen%s foxr the "doktor's" degree
ir USSR are somewhat higher thar 1a the US. There are conaiderably fewer "doitors®
in the US3R thun in the US.
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